Newsletter article. October 11-11

It it coming….Get ready…the goose is getting fat…Christmas is a comin’.  

      Illiana Antique Power Assn’s Second Annual 



Christmas in the Village




December 10+11




4-7 pm each day


Admission:  Canned Food for the food pantry

We will bring a little “Old Fashioned Antique Power: Christmas to this community.  We will be decorating our grounds, the clubhouse, and our historic village with Christmas colors and treasures.  Last year’s weather did not give us a large crowd but everyone who came had a good time and we all had so much fun.  It was rewarding and satisfying in spite of all that work and the nasty weather.

A group of us got together to brainstorm ideas for this year’s celebration.  We are always looking for new ideas and suggestions.  So let us know what you are thinking if you were unable to come to the meeting.

The plan now includes Tom Swanson and Art Petty welcoming folks at the gate and collecting the food cans for the Food Pantry.  The club house will have Santa as well as a Bodine train circling the tree and a miniature Christmas village.  Bob Fultz will be the toymaker in the tool shed.  Carolyn Swanson is doing the decorations in the washhouse and in Deb’s Shed.  The upper train station will be lighted.  The Post Office will be open for mailing letters to Santa.  The milk house will be aglow with lots of Christmas stuff AND Jim Cunningham and his crew serving steaming hot chocolate.  The new school house will be open with old fashioned school activities.  Kathy’s Kitchen is always full of goodies.  The quilters Cottage will be beautiful with a surprise of two.  Music over the PA system will give us atmosphere. There are still several things in the works that should even add more to the experience.
Here are some things you can help with:

-Save milk jugs or canning jars so we can make our own luminaria.(Give Terry a break…He was the hero last year.)  We’ll also need some sand and keep your eyes open for bargain candles or check your own closet for ones that are faded or partially burnt.  We can use them.  Mary Potter is checking on the little battery candles too.

-Plan on coming to the grounds November 5 to hang lights, make those luminaries, and put last minute ides in motion.

-Pray for good weather.  We would like temperature in the 30’s, lots of stars, gentle breeze if any and little flakes of snow floating down. (
-Pass the word on about our celebration.  Joan and Tom are working on publicity but you can help…Tell folks about it…Spread the word.

-Volunteer to make cookies etc.  

-We can use Christmas stuff you aren’t using, artificial trees, safety lights for the parking area, extension cords,   If you think we could use it bring it November 5.


It seems we all miss getting together during the holiday season SOOOOO we are having a PARTY…in the clubhouse Saturday evening after the 7:00 close of our show.  Chili, crackers, cheese, veggies, desserts….bring your own laughter and what ever else you wish.  Plan now to be there.  See you then.  Ho!  Ho!  Ho!

Sunday, after the 7:00 close, we hope to winterize the clubhouse.  

I don’t think it is hard, just needs a few people to do it.  I’ll be there…will you?

Thanks.  Let’s do our part to make Christmas REAL!

